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Doing Fieldwork in Distant 
or Difficult Locations 
 

1. The Problem of Distance 
 
What kinds of problems, or 
obstacles, does doing fieldwork 
away from home present? 
 
- Practical/Logistical 
- Conceptual/Methodological 
- Philosophical/Cultural 
 

- Before going 
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2. The Problem of Difficulty 

What kinds of problems, or obstacles, does doing fieldwork in difficult terrain present? 
 

- Practical/Logistical 
- Conceptual/Methodological 
- Philosophical/Cultural 

- Before going 
- Whilst there 
- On return 
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2. The Problem of Difficulty 

What kinds of problems, or obstacles, does doing fieldwork in difficult terrain present? 
- Practical/Logistical - Conceptual/Methodological - Philosophical/Cultural 
- Before going – Whilst there – On return 
 

-What can we do to resolve these difficulties and do successful fieldwork? 
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